
STO RAVATN ET
-A POTEN TIAL SPARE W ATER 
SU PPLY FO R H AU GALAN D ET

WHY AND HOW DID WE 
DO IT?

Problem :
During the past two years, there 
have been intense heat waves in 
Western Norway. As a result, last 
summer we almost ran out of 
water we had to take action to 
have enough to survive, as a 
result we could not even water 
out plants. 

What  we did:
We wanted to something that was 
useful for us and our community, 
so we had a meeting with our 
municipalities and asked for tips. 
They tasked us with surveying 
four creeks feeding into to lake 
Storavatnet.

Invest igat ion:
Looking for possible sources of 
clean water, we decided to 
investigate Storavatnet by 
Sandbekken as a spare water 
source for Haugalandet. To 
evaluate Storavatnet, we had to 
research which environmental 
factors affect water quality.

RESULTS WHAT DID WE LEARN?

CONCLUSION

Issues w it h St oravat net :

Pollution has caused the water in 

Storavatnet to become dirtier and 

has raised the colour index of the 

water.

Because the water is fairly 

opaque, cleaning the water with 

UV light is not viable, as the UV 

light cannot penetrate through 

the water to clean it.

Solut ion:

Because UV cleaning will not 

work, a filtration system such as 

reverse osmosis or slow sand 

filtering will be required.

When working on our project we 

learned about how the water we 

drink is cleaned, and how our 

municipalities cleans it. We also 

learned about colour index 

number, and different methods of 

cleaning water, the factors of 

clean water, and the regulations 

in Norway on water standards.

Conclusion:

The best way to turn the Storavatnet water into viable drinking water would 
be to add a filtration system, such as reverse osmosis filtering or slow sand 

filtering. By doing this, the water can be made safe to drink an alleviate the 
water scarcity issues in Western Norway, providing the people with clean 

water for years to come.
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